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Argentina: Argentine Council for International Relations (CARI)

Australia: Lowy Institute for International Policy

Belgium: Center for European Policy Studies (CEPS)

Brazil: Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV)

Canada: Center for International Governance Innovation (CIGI)

China: Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS)

Egypt: Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies
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France: French Institute of International Relations (IFRI)

Germany: German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP)
India: Observer Research Foundation (ORF)

Indonesia: Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)

Israel: Institute for National Security Studies (INSS)

Italy: Institute of International Affairs (IAl)

Japan: Genron NPO

Mexico: Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI)

Nigeria: Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA)
Poland: Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM)

Russia: Institute of Contemporary Development (INSOR)

Saudi Arabia: Gulf Research Center (GRC)

Singapore: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS)

South Africa: South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA)

*South Korea: East Asia Institute (EAI)

Turkey: Global Relations Forum (GIF)

United Kingdom: Chatham House (The Royal Institute of International Affairs);

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)

United States: Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)
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International Cooperation in 2015 Deserves
a B Grade, Say Global Think Tank Leaders
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Top Global Think Tanks Grade International
Cooperation on Ten Major Issues

May 17, 2016—A new Report Card on International Cooperation finds that multilateral

action on most of the critical transnational threats has shown progress, but is still
inadequate in addressing terrorism and other violent conflicts. The Council of Councils, a

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) initiative comprising twenty-six major international
policy institutes, surveyed the heads of member think tanks to evaluate the world’s
performance on ten of the most important issues of 2015. It offered the following grades:

Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change: A
e Preventing Nuclear Proliferation: A-

e Advancing Development: B+

e Promoting Global Health: B+

e Expanding Global Trade: B

e Managing the Global Economic System: B-



e Managing Cyber Governance: B-
e Preventing and Responding to Violent Conflict Between States: C
e  Combating Transnational Terrorism: C-

e Preventing and Responding to Internal Violent Conflict: C-

Respondents agreed that efforts did not worsen for any of the issues, with grades on nine of
ten issues improving since last year’s survey. They awarded overall global cooperation
efforts in 2015 a B grade.

Although seven issues received a B- or higher, “these were offset by dismal performance
with respect to terrorism and internal conflict,” said CFR President Richard N. Haass.
“The inability to end the Syrian war, which caused waves of refugees to stream into Europe
from the Middle East, was one of the major failures of international cooperation in 2015.”

Think tank leaders agreed that the three issues that received the lowest grades in 2015—
combating transnational terrorism, preventing violent conflict between states, and
preventing internal violent conflict—were still the most pressing challenges to tackle in
2016. “The Syria crisis caused huge problems not only in its own region but also in
neighboring regions,” noted Chen Dongxiao of the Shanghai Institutes for International
Studies in his assessment of internal violent conflict.

Due in large part to the Paris Agreement reached in December 2015, respondents agreed
that the challenge of mitigating and adapting to climate change offered the most hope for
progress. While the Paris Talks have not resulted in a perfect agreement, “we have seen a
breakthrough diplomatic success and the first agreement by all 195 participating states to
fight climate change,” said Volker Perthes, head of the German Institute for International
and Security Affairs.

Explore the interactive Council of Councils Report Card on International Cooperation at
www.cfr.org/councilofcouncils/reportcard2016. Learn more about the methodology here.

This report was made possible by the generous support of the Robina Foundation.



The Council of Councils is a CFR initiative connecting leading foreign policy institutes from
around the world in a common conversation on issues of global governance and multilateral
cooperation.

About CFR

The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) is an independent, nonpartisan membership
organization, think tank, and publisher dedicated to being a resource for its members,
government officials, business executives, journalists, educators and students, civic and
religious leaders, and other interested citizens in order to help them better understand the
world and the foreign policy choices facing the United States and other countries.

CFR takes no institutional positions on policy issues and has no affiliation with the U.S.
government. All views expressed in its publications and on its website are the sole
responsibility of the author or authors.



